
Call for papers 

14th Conference of the French Association for Political Economy 

Sciences Po Bordeaux, 17-20 June 2025 

 

“Facing North-South reconfigurations: capitalisms, economic knowledge and 
imaginaries” 

The conference will combine plenary sessions with parallel themed workshops. To encourage 
exchanges with non-French-speaking colleagues, communications in English are welcome. 

AFEP is a general scientific association which objective is to promote pluralism in economics. 
The annual AFEP conference is an important moment for the association and for the 
community of French economists. It allows the pluralism of theories, methods and objects to 
come alive. Beyond that, the conference encourages dialogue and interdisciplinarity within the 
humanities and social sciences. This is why proposals for papers other than economics 
(sociology, management, anthropology, geography, regional planning, political science, 
history, philosophy, law, etc.) are welcome and encouraged. 

In the spirit of openness that characterizes the pluralist approach promoted by AFEP, the 
conference remains open to all themes and approaches. Therefore, proposals that do not 
explicitly address the theme of the conference are welcome and will be considered by the 
scientific committee. Proposals for thematic workshops (open or closed) will also be highly 
appreciated. 

*** 

Economic dependencies, political asymmetries, ecological crises, trade tensions and armed 
conflicts: at a time when the world is facing global challenges on an unprecedented scale, and 
humanity is more than ever in need of cooperation, the contradictions of contemporary 
capitalism are revealed in an exacerbated way. They shape international relations, intensify 
global inequalities and sharpen environmental concerns. To understand these complex 
dynamics of dependence and exploitation, but also of resistance and alternatives in 
international economic relations, we need to strengthen and broaden critical research in 
political economy, in particular by fully integrating perspectives and knowledge from the global 
South, and by mobilizing contributions from other disciplines in the human and social sciences. 

With this in mind, the 2025 AFEP Conference will examine the tensions and transformations 
running through global capitalism, in a context marked by interconnected economic, ecological, 
social and political crises. This event will highlight the divergent trajectories between the North 
and South, revealing dynamics of dependence and exploitation, but also of resistance and 
alternatives. At a time when geopolitical, economic and social borders are often violently 
redefined, the aim is to explore power asymmetries, environmental fractures and heterodox 
alternatives, particularly from and with the South. 

In order to grasps persistent uneven development and capitalism’s polarizing tendencies, 
adopting a global perspective is essential. Yet research into economic phenomena remains 
largely dominated by paradigms derived from central capitalisms, marginalizing the 
knowledge, experiences and imaginaries of the global South. As a result, academic 
communities are severed from one another. The result is a weakening of our ability to grasp 
the tensions that unfold from the global to the local, and vice-versa, and to effectively and 



inclusively address the multiple challenges that arise from them - all the more so at a time of 
ecological imperative. This situation also deprives us of the possibility of identifying and, where 
appropriate, seizing on alternative ideas and systems, in a multitude of sectors and at macro, 
meso and micro levels. 

These conclusions call for a more comprehensive perspective. Rarely, particularly in the face 
of the environmental imperative, has scientific analysis called so strongly for the adoption of 
global reading grids. This heuristic need is in line with the ambition to promote pluralism in 
economics, which implies thinking of the economy as a whole, taking into account space, 
history, institutions, social relations and links with the living. This means broadening the field 
of knowledge to include perspectives that are often ignored or marginalized. In particular, we 
need to recognize and promote economic approaches from the global South, which enable us 
to revitalize our analysis of the mechanisms reproducing inequalities forged during the colonial 
period. Dependency theory provided an anti-imperialist and anti-colonial perspective on the 
dynamics of exploitation and structural constraints in “peripheral” countries. More recently, 
research has been reinvesting this approach, while others are exploring new ways of thinking 
about the relationship between the economy and the living world, based on ontologies specific 
to the South: these are inspired, among other things, by reflections on agri-food systems, the 
commons, post-development, degrowth, decolonial ecology, feminism, the social economy 
and informalities. These works criticize the dynamics of power and the logics of exclusion that 
historically structured economics. Decolonizing economics thus becomes not only a moral duty 
but also an invitation to scientifically rethink our understanding of contemporary economic 
systems. 

Four streams – knowledge, imaginaries, power and method – structure this call for papers: 

1. The decolonization of economic knowledge. This stream invites researchers to study 
the dynamics of (de)varlorization and (de)centralization of knowledge, with a specific 
focus on colonization’s lasting impact. The aim is to discuss the dominant paradigms 
in economics and propose alternatives based on a diversity of experiences, practices, 
institutions and economic policies, from both the North and the Global South. Placing 
decolonization at the heart of the debate, this stream intends to explore a series of 
questions: To what extent do historical power relations continue to influence economic 
thinking and development policies? Has the colonial legacy left us with blind spots 
concerning global redistributive trade-offs and the underlying economic mechanisms? 
This questioning also extends to the teaching of economics, a discipline still largely 
resistant to the integration of critical perspectives. What hinders the emergence of 
plural and inclusive approaches? What are the best ways of transforming economics 
teaching to include a diversity of viewpoints and experiences? 

2. The battle for imaginaries and economic alternatives. This stream intends to study the 
dominant economic narratives, which are often shaped by a western-centered vision 
associating modernity, progress and rationality with the development of capitalism. This 
perspective normalizes the violent, exploitative processes that accompanied the 
emergence of capitalism. An all-encompassing perspective on the economy then 
invites us to consider the following questions: What are the counter-narratives 
emerging from post-colonial countries? Drawing, for example, on degrowth theories or 
Buen Vivir/Sumak Kawsay programs in Ecuador, what alternative visions emerge from 
these counter-narratives? To what extent do these approaches, which highlight other 
forms of socio-economic organization (popular economies, commons, etc.), offer 
avenues for rethinking the global economic order beyond traditional capitalist 
institutions? What is the role of economists, statistical institutions, experts, scientists 
and economic public policy in the construction and dissemination of these dominant 
narratives on the global economic order? 

3. Power, dependencies and global inequalities. This stream aims to explore how power 
relations shape global economic structures, and how these dynamics of domination 



can be contested or transformed. This reflection will draw on interdisciplinary and 
critical approaches to political economy. Several questions may guide the discussions: 
What are the interconnections and fractures that influence divergent economic 
trajectories between countries and regions? How is unequal development perpetuated 
despite decolonization? What constraints does the global economy impose on 
contemporary actors in the North and South? How are these agents attempting to 
overcome these constraints, and what are their proposals for promoting a fairer, more 
harmonious world order? 

4. Critical methodologies for the study of capitalisms and development. This stream 
examines and compares methods for analyzing contemporary capitalisms and 
development dynamics, while taking into account the limits of traditional methodological 
approaches. With this in mind, the following questions, among others, will be explored: 
How can mixed, inter-disciplinary, trans-disciplinary and comparative methods offer a 
better understanding of structural inequalities and hidden dynamics within global 
capitalism? To what extent do the contributions of political science, sociology, 
anthropology and other humanities and social sciences enrich the toolbox of political 
economy? How can interdisciplinary and international collaborations be strengthened? 

 

“AFEP considers that the promotion of academic pluralism in economics 
(ideas, themes, methods) requires the promotion of pluralism of points of 
view. It therefore promotes the inclusion and equal treatment of all people. 
This diversity of demographic characteristics and geographical origins is 

also required for reasons of justice”. (complete charter here).) 

 

Three types of submission are possible: 

- Scientific paper proposal: each author submits a proposal on the online platform (a 400 
words abstract – specifying the research question, method and main results – and 5 
bibliographical references and 5 key words); 

- Proposal for a closed thematic workshop: each workshop coordinator proposes a theme and 
a list of speakers, collects the communication proposals and animates the workshop if 
necessary; 

- Open thematic workshop proposal: each workshop coordinator proposes a theme which, if 
accepted, may give lead to a specific call for papers sent by the coordinator. The 
communications grouped in the thematic workshop will be chosen from among the proposals 
for scientific communication responding to the general call and/or this specific call. 

"Each workshop coordinator is asked to pay attention to gender parity and the diversity of the 
people chosen to participate” 

 

 

Deadlines 

Deadline for submitting proposals for papers or thematic workshops via the 
https://afep2025.sciencesconf.org platform: January 31, 2025. 

Notification of acceptance of thematic workshops: as they are submitted. 

https://assoeconomiepolitique.org/presentation/chartes/


Notification of acceptance of communications: March 21, 2025. 

Notification of acceptance of papers submitted for thematic workshops: March 31, 2025. 

June 17 is reserved for PhD researchers’ presentations and will be the subject of a specific 
call. For more information: doctorants@assoeconomiepolitique.org 

 

Organizing committee: 

Eric Berr (Université de Bordeaux), Berrou Jean-Philippe (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Bijan 
Valilou (Université de Bordeaux), Aurélie Brasseur (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Benjamin 
Bürbaumer (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Clarisse Cazal (INRAE), Quentin Chapus (Sciences Po 
Bordeaux), Clémentine Chazal (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Rafael Cos (Université de Bordeaux), 
Pierre Crétois (Université Bordeaux Montaigne), Lou Delepierre (Sciences Po Bordeaux), 
Caroline Dufy (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Fouad El Haddad (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Sylvie 
Ferrari (Université de Bordeaux), Vincent Frigant (Université de Bordeaux), Hala Gharib 
(Sciences Po Bordeaux), Claire Gondard (Université de Bordeaux), Julien Guillot (Sciences 
Po Bordeaux), Matthieu Montalban (Université de Bordeaux), Alain Piveteau (IRD), Antoine 
Roger (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Timothée Duverger (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Tristan Velardo 
(Sciences Po Bordeaux), 

 

Scientific committee  

Franck Bailly (Université de Rouen), Philippe Bance (Université des Antilles), Jérémie Bastien 
(Université de Reims), Nicolas Bédu (Université de Montpellier), Emmanuelle Bénicourt 
(Université d’Amiens), Eric Berr (Université de Bordeaux), Elodie Bertrand (Université 
Panthéon-Sorbonne), Berrou Jean-Philippe (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Franck Bessis 
(Université Lyon 2), Benjamin Bürbaumer (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Caroline Dufy (Sciences 
Po Bordeaux), Samba Diop (Université d’Amiens), Tiphaine Gautier (Sciences Po Toulouse), 
Géraldine Froger (Sciences Po Toulouse), Isabelle Guérin (IRD), Anaïs Henneguelle 
(Université Paris-Cité), Sabina Issehnane (Université Paris Cité), Sophie Jallais (Université 
Paris 1), Florence Jany-Catrice (Université de Lille), Arthur Jatteau (Université de Lille), Agnès 
Labrousse (Sciences Po Lyon), Thomas Lamarche (Université Paris Cité), Guillemette de 
Larquier (Université de Lille), Marc Lautier (Université Rennes 2), Philippe Légé (Université 
Paris 1), Edwin Le Héron (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Erwan Le Nader, Stéphane Longuet 
(Université d’Amiens), Lucile Marchand (Université de Montpellier), Jonathan Marie (Université 
Sorbonne Nouvelle), André Orléan (EHESS), Alain Piveteau (IRD), Gaël Plumecocq (INRA 
Toulouse), Jean-Francois Ponsot (Université Grenoble-Alpes), Raphaël Porcherot (Université 
Sorbonne Paris Nord), Nicolas Postel (Université de Lille), Emmanuelle Puissant (Université 
Grenoble-Alpes), Andy Smith (Sciences Po Bordeaux), Camille Signoretto (Université de 
Paris), Richard Sobel (Université de Lille), Marion Studer (Université de Lille), Nadine 
Thévenot (Université Paris 1), Léo Vigny (Sciences Po Paris), Colin Vuilletet (Université 
Panthéon-Sorbonne)  

 

 


